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	The state's top Democratic and Republican elected officials stood shoulder-to-shoulder yesterday to endorse the $400 million Clean Ohio bond issue on the Nov. 4 ballot. It would allocate $200 million to clean up industrial sites and $200 million to preserve farmland and other green space as the final piece of a $1.57 billion economic-stimulus package approved earlier this year. 

Democratic Gov. Ted Strickland and Lt. Gov. Lee Fisher, with Republican House Speaker Jon Husted and Senate President Bill M. Harris, kicked off the campaign for the issue at a Statehouse news conference.  

The Clean Ohio program first was approved in 2000, and Strickland said it has cleaned up 173 polluted sites with the promise of nearly 15,000 jobs and $2.6 billion in investments. It also has preserved 26,000 acres of wildlife habitat and 20,000 acres of farmland while creating 216 miles of recreational trails, he said. 
"We know that the renewal of Clean Ohio will be successful because the program has already produced such great results for Ohioans," the governor said. 

Husted, R-Kettering, joked about the differences the leaders have in the presidential race and other issues on the ballot this fall but emphasized that they are united behind Clean Ohio. 
Husted had opposed additional state borrowing to pay for an earlier version of the economic-stimulus package. But he argued that the Clean Ohio issue is different because it would renew an existing program and also leave tangible improvements once the bonds are paid off. 

Steve Caminati, chairman of Citizens for a Clean Ohio, said the campaign hopes to raise $2.5 million to promote the issue this fall, including for television ads. 

Fisher said, "We will be working very, very hard to cut through all the clutter of all the advertisements for all the other campaigns that are going on." 

mniquette@dispatch.com 


