



County to help hook up 677 homes to sewers

Next year's budget includes $2 million to make the switch from septic tanks 
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Franklin County plans to spend $2 million next year to help switch 677 residences from septic tanks to sanitary sewers. 

The money is in the $313.7 million budget that County Administrator Don L. Brown presented to Franklin County commissioners last week. The Franklin County sanitary engineer's office has been trying for years to provide sanitary sewers to houses in unincorporated areas now served by septic tanks.

Hookups include 380 mobile homes in Darbydale, where the county built a sewage treatment plant to prevent septic-tank leaks into the Big Darby Creek. The owners of two mobile-home parks would pay to hook them up to the county's treatment plant.

Franklin County also would like to hook up 150 houses in the Cleveland Heights subdivision area near Morse Road and Cleveland Avenue, 25 houses in an Agler Road neighborhood near Westerville Road in Clinton Township, and 122 houses off Brown Road in Franklin Township.

The county money would pay to build sewer lines to hook those neighborhoods up to Columbus' sewer system. Individual homeowners would pay to hook into the sewer pipes.

Commissioners began budget hearings this week with the leaders of each department. They are expected to approve the budget by mid-December.

The general fund budget will increase 2.4 percent to $313.7 million in 2008, compared with $306.3 million for this year's budget. It will do so without a quarter-cent sales tax that commissioners will let expire. That's half of the tax increase they approved in 2005.

Other highlights include an extra $1.5 million for the Board of Elections to help it handle the presidential election next year. The county would contribute $2.5 million toward Downtown projects such as the Scioto Mile park on Civic Center Drive and the Grange Audubon nature preserve on the Whittier Peninsula.

The majority of the budget -- 56 percent -- would pay for the sheriff's office and the court system, including $2.5 million to pay overtime to deputies and $571,000 to replace sheriff's vehicles.
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