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Developers in Delaware County
would be able te build homes and
businesses closer to small streams
that feed the Olentangy River un-
der a revised plan from the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency.

The agency originally wanted to
ban construction within 100 feet of
all the tiny tributaries that feed the
Olentangy south of Delaware Dam.
The idea was to limit the dirt, sedi-
ment and other pollutants that
wash off homes and roads and into
the waterways during storms.

The state imposes no such limiis
on privately owned land now. The
agency withdrew its proposal in

July after builders
The Ghio and city and coun-

- ty officials com-
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in the area.
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. ) streams that carry
objected.  water for up to
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year. Runs and
ditches where water flows only
during rain storms would see their
limit drop to 35 feet.

Those limits still should protect
the Olentangy from pollution that
already threatens its fish and other
aquatic wildlife, said Michael Gal-
laway. surface s T Manager in
the EPA’s central diswict office.

“We're trying to sirike a balance
where we get the appropriate pro-
tection while not disrupiing people
too much. We fee] pretty comfort-
able with it,” Gallaway said.

Environmental advocates ques-
tioned how the agency could allow
mere development and have it not
pollute the Olentangy.

Trent Dougherty, staff attorney

— L

for the Chio Environmental
Council, is especially con-
cerned about the smallest
tributaries, saying they can
quickly become conduits
for pollution.

“Of course, I'd like the
original plan back,” Dough-
erty said. “It definitely
would have worked.”

Advocates and Ohio EPA
officials are most concerned
about a 22-mile scenic
section of the Olentangy
between the cities of Dela-
ware and Worthington that’s
home to the threatened
bluebreast darter.

A 2004 state EPA study
found that pollution from
development caused a de-
cline in fish species that
breed in rocky streambeds.

Bluebreast and other
darters made up 43 percent
of all fish species found
near Highbanks Metro Park
in 1999. That dropped to
13 percent in 2004.

The county’s population
grew from 109,989 in 2000
to 159,857 last year, accord-
ing to the Delaware County
auditor’s office. The county
also has approved 19,005
building permits for new
homes since 2000.

Jim Hilz, director of the
Building Industry Associ-
ation of Central Ohio, de-
clined to discuss the new
plan yesterday. He said his
group opposed the EPA's
original plan because it
would have killed several
projects that city and coun-
ty officials already had ap-
proved.

Delaware city officials
said in July that the pro-
posed restrictions could
have ended plans to build
as many as 2,500 homes,
offices and businesses in
the city’s southeastern sec-
tion.

They still are concerned
about how the plan will
affect development in that
area, said Lee Yoakum, the
Delaware city spokesman,

- and want to analyze the

new restrictions before
commenting on them.

The agency has sched-
uled a public hearing on
the proposal for April 30
and will take written com-
ments until May 7. Approval
could take several months if
the EPA decides more
changes are required.
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