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By LIN RICE
ThisWeek Staff Writer 

The city of Westerville and the Friends of Alum Creek & Tributaries (FACT) have developed a partnership to restore some wetlands to Boyer Park Nature Preserve. 

According to FACT watershed coordinator Heather Doherty, three-quarters of an acre of wetlands will be built at the park, located at 452 E. Park St. 

"The goal is to preserve wetlands and their many benefits for local waterways and residents," Doherty said. 

Crews hoped to begin work on the project several weeks ago, but bad weather has put construction on hold temporarily, said Mark Dilley, the wetlands scientist performing the work for the city. 

"We may be getting out to do the work next week," Dilley said. "Once started, it will only take a couple of days to get the earthwork done. From there, we'll bring in volunteer crews to do planting. 

"We've had volunteers in there already removing invasive species like amur honeysuckle from the site," he said. 

Funding for the project comes through FACT's work with companies that fill wetlands, but must provide mitigation, or compensation, by creating or restoring wetlands elsewhere. According to Doherty, these mitigation funds amount to $15,000. FACT and the city negotiated for use of mitigation at Boyer Park from companies that filled wetlands near Alum Creek in southeastern Columbus, Doherty said. Approximately 15 permits to fill wetlands in the Alum Creek watershed have been granted in the last five years, according to Doherty, who said Ohio has lost 90 percent of its wetlands to make room for agriculture and urban development. 

According to Doherty, the project will consist of creating small "vernal pool" wetlands, which are shallow and wooded and often dry out during the summer. These pools provide habitat for small woodland frogs and salamanders that cannot survive the predators in the larger wetlands that already exist at the Boyer Nature Preserve. 

Westerville parks superintendent Greg Outcalt explained vernal pools as small depressions in the ground that allow water to pool for a small period of time, slowing the flow of water downstream. 

"This helps to stop water runoff from the surrounding community, which actually helps us have better water drainage," Outcalt said. "The pools act as a step-down process for the water going down stream." 

"This will take just a minor amount of construction dishing out these pool areas," Dilley said. "The soil there is just a little too high to capture water. There's a fairly high water table. We'll be removing about six to 12 inches of topsoil to create these two-foot pools." 

Wetlands also act to soak up flood waters, remove pollutants and provide wildlife habitat for amphibians and birds, according to Doherty. 

Organizers of the wetlands project at Boyer Park see the process as a learning tool. 

"The payoff will be the expressions on the faces of site visitors as they learn firsthand about the wonder of these ecosystems," Dilley said. 

"This will serve as an excellent learning opportunity for those who want to learn about how wetlands work," Outcalt said. 

Other officials said Westerville residents would do well to take advantage of what the park has to offer. 

"The key on this is that Boyer Park is one of our sweetest little secrets," said Jody Stowers, director of Westerville's parks and recreation department. "I would want to encourage our citizens to check it out. The city's contribution is to protect and enhance our wetlands and nature areas, and Boyer Park is a prefect place to do those types of things." 

<b>lrice@thisweeknews.com

/home/httpd/html/thisweeknews/032306/Westerville/News/032306-News-120162.html 




Copyright © 2003, This Week Newspapers
