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	No-egg nest for Westerville eagles?
Eaglets unlikely this spring with young female growing increasingly inattentive to the nest, volunteers fear.
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News & Public Opinion photo by Jef Vidmar
A young bald eagle flies to its nest off Executive Campus Drive in Westerville Monday afternoon. 
By ANGIE SCHMITT 
The pair of bald eagles that found a home in Westerville this winter won't be adding any eaglets this spring, say volunteers monitoring the nest site.
Officials from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources had high hopes that first-time nesting couple would have a successful group of hatchlings, when they were spotted renovating a red-tailed hawk's nest behind a business northwest of Cleveland Avenue and County Line Road in December.
But volunteers monitoring the nest have reported the female bird has begun abandoning the nest for days at a time. Birdwatchers fear that the 4-year-old female may be too immature to reproduce.
Donna Daniels, a wildlife biologist for the Ohio Department of Wildlife, says that if the couple doesn't lay eggs this year it is no cause for concern.
"With first-time nestings, sometimes they pull off a clutch, other times they don't even lay eggs," she said.
Daniels said that April 8 is the latest date incubation has been known to occur among eagles in the area.
"It's too soon to tell yet," she said.
But after monitoring the nest from the beginning, Dick Phillips volunteer birdwatcher for the Ohio Department of Wildlife, said he believes the window of opportunity for the couple to breed has come and gone.
"Four weeks ago she was spending a lot of time on the nest," said Phillips. But as time passed the female became increasingly inattentive, he said.
"Soon she was showing up every other day."
The male eagle still spends most of his time around the nest, said Phillips.
"First-time nesting pairs can fail for a number of reasons," Daniels said. "As many as half won't lay eggs on the first try."
Several other nestings in Delaware County have yielded a successful crop of eggs, Phillips said. A first-time couple who nested along U.S. 36/37 near Interstate 71 will probably give birth to a successful brood, he said.
Daniels said birdwatchers have been respectful of the Westerville eagles' space. She said, although the pair may not have a successful nesting, she has no reason to believe the pair will not return next year.
When the eagles were first spotted, ODNR officials were concerned about the nest's location. The Westerville eagles made their nest closer to the city of Columbus than any other known bald eagle couple.
"They have invested a lot of time in building the nest and establishing the territory," said Daniels. "There's nothing that happened at their nest this year that would indicate that they shouldn't come back."
Phillips agrees.
"The location is an excellent one," he said.
The treeline behind the parking lot of ABB Inc. engineering firm at 579 Executive Campus Drive, provides a great deal of access to the bird's primary food supply -- fish. The nest overlooks Alum Creek and is less than two miles from Hoover Reservoir, said Phillips.
"We're going to continue to monitor the nest and see what happens," he said.
Special no trespassing signs are posted near the site, marking the area is an endangered species nesting location. It is a violation of state and federal laws to trespass in such nesting sites.
State and city officials have asked residents who would like a glimpse of the birds to observe them from the shelterhouse at the Westerville Athletic Complex, at the southwest corner of County Line Road and Cleveland Avenue. Though when in flight the birds can be seen with the naked eye, binoculars are recommended to get a good view.
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