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Streams overlooked on map for growth plan 

Wednesday, March 22, 2006

	

	


The recent Dispatch article "Region’s growth plan hits barriers," about growth in central Ohio and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission’s recommendations, was quite informative. It omitted, however, the issue of green space in the planning process. 

The map as published was, of course, less detailed than the MORPC map from which it was derived. What it does not show is central Ohio’s rivers and streams, which should be a vital consideration in the planning process. 

So often the Dispatch maps, which are generally most helpful, neglect to show the rivers and creeks that are affected by the projects that they illustrate. 

The original MORPC map is also striking in revealing the extremely small proportion of our area that is parkland or land that is otherwise protected. Tributaries and wetlands continue to be covered over as development spreads, and we lose the benefits of natural areas. Runoff from streets, driveways and parking lots, as well as buildings, reaches nearby streams and pollutes the water in them. 

Our streams and watersheds are deserving of recognition that can increase awareness of how development affects water quality, as well as the enjoyment we can derive from the beauty and recreational opportunities that they offer. 

I hope The Dispatch will use its maps and graphics to help its readers see the impact of "growth" on central Ohio waterways that affect everyone. 

MARGARET ANN SAMUELS 

Bexley 
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