



Bicyclists want more paths and parking
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A national firm hired to develop a bikeway plan for the city of Columbus received an earful on how to do last night 

About 100 people crammed into the North Bank Park pavilion in the Arena District to give input on the plan that is in its draft stages and will likely be submitted in a final form to City Council early next year.

“This was a listening session,” said Jeff Olson, a partner with Alta Planning + Design.

Bicyclists asked for more bike-friendly streets, completion of promised trails and education programs for cyclists and motorists.

“I’m tired of being yelled at by motorists to please get on the sidewalk,” said Pat Marida, an avid bicyclist who lives in the Sharon Woods area and often rides in the street.

Others said the city needs more places to park bikes, maps identifying bike routes and trails, and signs to help those who use them. One audience member inquired about creating public showers.

One man decried the condition of some of the trails and wondered whether the city would implement a bikeway plan when it is struggling to maintain the trails it already has.

Michael McCrystal, who lives in Merion Village and bikes every day, said he would like to see the Alum Creek trail completed, which would then connect Westerville to Obetz.

“It doesn’t seem like I have seen any work done on that the last couple of years but I keep hearing about it,” McCrystal said.

Olson acknowledged there is work to be done but described Columbus as “headed in the right direction.”

“The goal is to create the plans, programs and policies to make Columbus a great place for cycling,” he said.

Dan Magestro, a Grandview Heights resident who commutes to work Downtown, liked what he heard, but said Olson was “preaching to a choir of believers.” The broader community has to be convinced that making Columbus more bike-friendly is good for the city’s quality of life, he said.

“This is a beautiful vision to have,” he said. “But making this happen is going to require raising a lot of public awareness.”
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