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With miles of trails through the city's parks and along the city's waterways, recreational bicyclists in Columbus have it good. 
But the city comes up short when it comes to clear, safe trails bikers can use to commute to work or to get around the city, and that's what the city will look to change as it moves forward in completing its master bikeways plan. 

"Our existing system is primarily recreational," said Nick Popa, an engineer with the city's transportation department who is working on the plan. "What they're looking at doing is keeping it recreational but adding that commuter component as well." 

The city, working with consultants, should have a plan showing 60 miles of new trails over the four years along with added bike lanes and routes, improved street crossings and bike stations around the city by the end of this year, Popa said. 

The city has worked with consultants to assess existing trails and talk to Columbus cyclists about where the city falls short in meeting their needs. 

"One of the big things they'd like to see is on-road bikes lanes or paved shoulders," Popa said. 

In addition, 900 bikers responding to an online survey said they'd like to see shared-use paths, better signs for on-road bike routes and more bike parking, Popa said. Groups involved in the project held a public meeting last week to gather input on a rough-draft plan from those who use the city's existing bikeways. 

Northland resident David Roseman -- a member of the Central Ohio Bicycle Advocacy Coalition who rides for recreation around the city and has participated in a focus group of stakeholders for the bikeways project -- said concerns brought up at the public meeting by cyclists coincided with what planners are addressing based on what the focus group suggested. 

"We're all on the same page," Roseman said. 

The biggest problem with the city's bikeways, in regards to commuters, is that they've been developed where the city owns green space, through parks and along waterways, Roseman said. That natural flow has created north-south traffic, which would allow commuting to and from the city. 

However, Roseman said, with fewer businesses being located downtown, the city needs to look at developing more east-west bikeways and trail connectors as part of the new plan. 

"That's the old mentality: that the hub is downtown," Roseman said. "We're trying to integrate the greenway trails, the recreational trails, with the roadways." 

Cyclists do have conflicting opinions, however, when it comes to how the city should create more paths. 

The preliminary plans take different approaches to how bike trails would be added to existing roadways. The city could widen the road to include a bike lane, pave the shoulder for a bike lane or have cars and bikes share a lane, with signs alerting motorists on the need to share the road, Popa said. 

Education, both of motorists and bikers needs to be a component of the city's plan as well, Roseman said. 

Roseman said taking the step in assessing the existing bikeways and determining what's needed is definitely an important move in making the city more biker-friendly. 

"We're taking a step in the right direction," Roseman said. 

At the same time, Roseman said, the city is far behind cities around the country and towns around central Ohio.

