



City fuel seeping into Alum Creek
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A city underground fuel-storage tank has been leaking into Alum Creek, although no one is sure how much or for how long, officials said yesterday. 

The 15,000-gallon tank, located at a city garage at 2100 Alum Creek Dr. on the South Side, might have sprung the leak in June when it was cleaned.

The city reported a spill in the creek to the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency on Tuesday after it tested the tank and found that fuel had soaked through the soil and into the water.

As much as 3,000 gallons might have leaked, said Mary Carran Webster, spokeswoman for the city's Public Service Department. 

Ohio EPA officials estimated that about 11 gallons were floating in the stream on Tuesday. The tank is about 45 feet from the stream.

"It was a small leak over a long period of time," Webster said. "That's why it wasn't noticed so quickly."

The state EPA is looking as far back as June 21, when the tank was cleaned to switch from regular diesel fuel to biodiesel. Webster said the city still is looking for the cause.

An environmental group, Friends of Alum Creek and Tributaries, reported an oil-like sheen on the water during a volunteer stream cleanup on Aug. 5.

"When we passed I-70, we got a real strong whiff of petroleum or something," said David Roseman, a Friends of Alum Creek board member.

An EPA inspector went out that day, identified the spill but couldn't find its source, said Ken Schultz, an assistant manager at the EPA's central district office.

Webster said the city will clean up the water and soil and remove the tank.

Finding the source of any spill in that stretch of stream can be difficult. Alum Creek from I-70 to Rt. 104 is bracketed by seven closed dumps, Schultz said.

That includes a dump containing barrels of paint, ink and other industrial waste. The U.S. EPA removed 60 barrels from the site in April after a work crew constructing a bike path uncovered them, Schultz said.

The agency has investigated at least 13 creek spills from Alum Creek Drive addresses during the past 10 years. The spills included sewage, motor oil and hydraulic fluid.

"The whole area is a known dumping ground," Roseman said.
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