



ODOR COMPLAINTS TO EPA 

Something sure stinks, residents say
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TOM DODGE DISPATCH

A sign along the bike trail on the east side of the Olentangy north of Tuttle Park warns of the olfactory assault that could be lurking because of periodic sewage overflows into the river.

Let's just say it: Spots along the Olentangy bike trail smell like poop. 

"It's usually wherever these pipes are," said Dick Reuning, a retired Ohio State University pharmacy professor who jogs along the path three days a week.

Though the trail offers pretty river views, it's marked by city overflow pipes that spew raw sewage after heavy rains.

The smell, which can linger for days between Tuttle Park and the campus, is something Reuning said he's gotten used to. "I go past it pretty quick."

Here's the problem: If you can smell it, it's pollution.

And many central Ohioans aren't as tolerant as Reuning. Some file complaints. Others organize letter-writing campaigns and join protests.

In the Westerville area, neighbors of an asphalt plant complain of a smell that resembles a newly paved street. On the South Side, residents say a steel mill produces an odor similar to an overheated brake pad. In Gahanna, people say a steel-drum recycler's fumes reek of paint thinner.

State environmental officials say odor complaints are among the most difficult issues to address.

"You can have a very unpleasant smell that's not harmful," said Isaac Robinson, air pollution manager for the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency's central district office.

"You can have a facility that's meeting all of its requirements, and it still smells."

Every year, the EPA receives hundreds of odor complaints but doesn't track or rank suspected sources.

In January, the agency proposed eliminating odors as "pollution" if they aren't covered by a business' air-pollution permits and don't harm people's health or property. Officials shelved the idea after environmental advocates argued that it would weaken the agency's authority to enforce pollution laws.

The agency still is working on a compromise proposal, said spokeswoman Melissa Fazekas.

While the state works that out, environmental and neighborhood groups offered a tour of odor issues, including two sites on the South Side -- Columbus Steel Castings and the Sanimax rendering plant.

Columbus Steel Castings, on Parsons Avenue, faces several Ohio EPA air-pollution violations for excessive smoke and dust.

Joe Harden, the company's chief executive officer, said his plant isn't that bad.

"There are some other places that can have some pretty nasty odors," he said.

The Frank Road rendering plant, which turns animal carcasses, grease and used cooking oils into tallow and other products used in cosmetics and animal feed, is notorious among its neighbors.

Though it has changed owners, the stink remains, said Teresa Mills, a Grove City resident and leader of the Buckeye Environmental Network.

"It's just as bad as it ever was," she said.

Jean-Luc Plante, environmental manager for Sanimax, said the company spent $4 million on renovations and to install a new scrubber to reduce odors.

Then there is a composting business run by Kurtz Bros. Inc. on Rohr Road in Groveport. Its product, EPA officials say, smells like sewage mixed with wet mulch.

Jeff Moore, the company's sales manager, said the odor comes from grass clippings and usually is seasonal.

"It becomes a problem in the summertime, particularly with wet weather," he said.

In Westerville, some residents complain of odors from the Scioto Materials asphalt plant near I-270 and Rt. 3.

"Sometimes you get a whiff of it and it's gone," said Frances Miller, a neighbor and member of a group called Citizens for Clean Air. "Other times, it just lingers."

Ralph Kyanko, environmental manager for Kokosing Materials, which owns the plant with Shelly Materials, said pollution filters were installed to cut the smell.

"We feel the complaints have reduced over time," he said.

In Gahanna, residents and employees of nearby businesses don't like the smells at Columbus Steel Drum, which cleans and recycles barrels that contained industrial waste and chemicals.

"We've gone to great effort to eliminate any of those alleged odors," said Ron Grannan, the plant's operations manager.

The Anheuser-Busch brewery, on Schrock Road on the North Side, produces a heavy yeast smell, said Dave Paul, president of the Northland Community Council.

"It is somewhat remarkable at times how intense the smell can be in that area," he said.

Anheuser-Busch officials could not be reached for comment.

As for the scent along the Olentangy, the city of Columbus has embarked on a 40-year, $2.5 billion plan to eliminate pollution created by 74 overflow pipes there and in other streams, including the Scioto River and Big Walnut and Alum creeks.
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- Big stink
Businesses and sewers
sometimes fill the air with
foul odors. Seven offending
sites that advocates,
neighborhood groups and
government officials
identifed and their smells:

1. Anheuser-Busch
brewery: yeast

2. Scioto Materials
asphalt plant: burned, hot
asphalt

3. Olentangy River: raw
sewage

4. Columbus Steel Drum:
paint thinner

5. Sanimax rendering
plant: rotting animals

6. Columbus Steel
Castings: hot brake pads,
burned rubber

7. Kurtz Bros. composting:
septic, wet mulch odor
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