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Riparian corridors ... they're for the birds
And other wildlife providing a barrier to development
by Guest Columnist 
Tucked in between our rivers and farm fields lie some of Marion County's most beautiful wild places. Like leafy cathedrals, riparian corridors form marvelous sanctuaries for a wide variety of plants and wildlife. These emerald sanctuaries are environmentally important zones as they form a transition area from a land environment to a water environment. 

From their leafy tops down to their roots, trees are multitaskers of the natural world. As they convert carbon dioxide into oxygen through photosynthesis, they are also provide habitat for riparian birds and wildlife. Their root system also functions as a protection against erosion as well as acts as a filter for surface water pollution. I often tell my friends that our wetlands and riparian corridors are the "kidneys" of the land by filtering out harmful contaminants. 
Here in Ohio, riparian corridors are particularly valuable because the early pioneers removed much of the forests in order to have land to farm. The Ohio Department of Natural Resources notes: 

"In the more urban and the agricultural lands of western Ohio, riparian forests are generally more constricted, seldom extending more than a few hundred feet back from the stream channel. It is in these heavily farmed and urbanized regions that forested stream corridors, even though they may be more constricted than many of their riparian counterparts in eastern Ohio, achieve their highest levels of importance as habitat for those species of birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and other plants and animals which are dependent on forested habitats for their survival. In many areas of Ohio where the former woodlands have been reduced to small isolated woodlots usually no more than 10 to 50 acres in size, these forested stream corridors extending for miles in an unbroken band along the stream banks provide a large percentage of the woodland habitats required by so many species. This is particularly true for many of Ohio's breeding bird species." 

Terradise Nature Preserve, a Marion County Park District holding, is a wonderful example how land owners can protect these sensitive areas and still enjoy their beauty. Trella Romine, a resident of Caledonia since 1953, donated 12 acres of riparian land along the Whetstone River near her home. Included in that donation were funds to help maintain the preserve in years to come. 

Recently Romine, now in her 90s, walked with her son, grandsons, some volunteers and I through the preserve. Our goal was to review the condition of the trails, mark out interior pathways and select a river overlook location for less ambulatory visitors. The benefit of the donation of this property along the river to the park district is twofold. It protects the land from future residential or agricultural development and provides a local environmental education area for students of all ages. A shelter with picnic tables sits adjacent a small parking area as well as a green lidded box with a visitors sign in register. 

Often we find that many visitors wish to offer their services to help maintain and improve these areas. Some projects coming up in the near future will be to clear the trails from winter debris, remove any litter that has floated downstream, build wooden path bridges over washed-out areas on the trail and help identify and index over 90 different species of trees in this riparian park. Though the land has been donated to the park district, Romine's entire family gets much satisfaction in knowing that this special area of the family holdings will be cared for and maintained throughout the years. 

Similar riparian land lies along the Scioto River west of town. Though the park district doesn't currently manage any property along the river at this point, we would very much like to in the future. Currently we are looking for locations along the river for canoe/kayak put in/take out spots providing a scenic water trail for Marion County residents to enjoy. 

The Scioto is considered Ohio's longest free-flowing river and, in addition to sections of the river that are riparian, it provides habitat to over 36 endangered stream species and 116 fish species. According to The Nature Conservancy, "... the Scioto River provides a crucial link between the rich aquatic life found in its major tributaries and the larger Ohio River Basin." Not only is this river an important environmental resource but it and the Little Scioto are the main sources of raw surface water for Marion and cities to the south, including Columbus. 

Because Ohio has a substantial amount of land used for farming as well as residential and commercial development, our ability to appreciate these natural wild places is limited. As we travel down the road our eye catches the narrow wooded corridors that hold the rivers and streams in their embrace. The view from the road cannot compare with the view from the river bank or the river itself. If it has been a while since you have been out in a canoe or kayak, then perhaps 2008 might be your opportunity to give it a try. There is a variety of boating literature on the park district display near the front entrance to the county building. Feel free to pick some up and plan some spring floats. You will see, as you float the rivers, a beauty that is pristine and peaceful.
Naturally Wild, Naturally Fun is the theme for Marion County Park District Director Karen Kelley. Visit her office at 222 W. Center St. Contact her at 740-223-4161 or kelley.320@osu.edu by e-mail.
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Riparian corridors form a transition area from a land environment, such as farmland, to a water environment. Here is an example along the Olentangy River, looking north from a bridge on Roberts Road, about a quarter-mile east of Whetstone River Road. 



	You can help 


	  Donate Land: Landowners who wish to help protect our water supply and/or sensitive ecological habitat here in Marion County might want to consider either donating land or a conservation easement to the Marion County Park District. It will be a legacy to your family's presence in Marion County and create an exciting partnership in preserving our natural resources.

For more information on conservation easements check out the http://ohioline.osu.edu/cd-fact/1261.html Web site through Ohio State University.

  Donate your time: Becoming a member of your local watershed group and assisting from time to time with river clean-up projects would also be a valuable donation of your time. For those who are not physically able to do the river cleanup there are other tasks such as research, mailings and providing food for volunteers on clean-up days.

For the Upper Olentangy Watershed Alliance you can contact Sarah Boone at 740-816-7611 or visit them on the web at http://www.olentangyriver.org.

For Scioto River Conservancy group, contact Ed Miller, watershed coordinator for the Upper Scioto River Watershed. Miller is currently in the process of trying to reach landowners along the Upper Scioto in an effort to help keep the river corridor clean and healthy. Call 740-368-1921 extension 4. 
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