Sewage Blamed For Stench Along Bike Path
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By Denise Yost

COLUMBUS, Ohio -- Bike paths wind through Columbus, mostly near rivers. They're very busy and, in a lot of areas, can smell. 

"Every time I ride the bike in certain areas, it happens. (Usually) where it's shady, it's pretty good. Where it's sunny, (the stench) is kind of bad," said Jamie Johnson, an area resident.

Many residents have complained about the odor along bike paths, noting that it smells like raw sewage, NBC 4's Marshall McPeek reported.

"If you can catch it when it hasn't been raining recently, it can smell a little stale," said Mike Schmidt, an area resident.

Nearly a century ago, before Columbus had a good sewer system, officials used a combined sewer, mixing rain water with sewage.

Regulators hold the mixture in a reserve as long as possible, and when the reserves fill up, the sewage spills into the river.

"So after it stops raining and it stops discharging, that water in that regulator stays there. And in August, with this heat, it starts to ferment and smells really, really bad," said Sheree Gossett-Johnson, of the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency.

The mixture is very diluted sewage, but is still enough to smell. 

The Ohio EPA is working with city officials to eliminate the overflow system and the regulators. But that means that all the water will have to go to the sewage plans -- and it's an expensive long-term solution.

State and city officials differ on how soon the problem will be solved. 

Stay with NBC 4 and refresh nbc4i.com for additional information.
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