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The Franklin County Engineer's Office hopes to decide by February which of three designs will be used to replace a bridge that crosses Alum Creek at Main Street. 
Plans for what could be a more pedestrian-friendly bridge were discussed for the second time last week at the Westerville Senior Center. In an informal discussion, representatives of the county engineer's office detailed the proposals. They estimate that replacing the existing bridge will cost $5-million or more. 

Franklin County bridge engineer Jim Pajk said there are three possible designs for the bridge replacement. The first design would cost approximately $5.3-million and would employ a haunch girder style of construction. The second alternative, at $5.9-million, would incorporate a single arch to the bridge, while the third alternative, priced at about $6.45-million, would use a double arch design. 

Pajk said the engineer's office continues to seek resident input on which should be chosen. 

"We are soliciting opinions with our questionnaire on the Web," Pajk said. "Out of that, we'll give it until the end of the month and then gather the questionnaires to see what people like and what they see as important." 

The questionnaire is available online at www.franklincountyengineer.org. Engineers hope the responses will provide them with information about importance of the bridge's aesthetic qualities, the amount of pedestrian traffic it should be able to accommodate and its environmental impact on Alum Creek, among other issues. 

Pajk said that to his knowledge, the current bridge was last worked on in the late 1960s. 

"The current bridge, some components are pretty old," he said. "The bridge we are looking at to put in would have a service life of 100 years. The current bridge uses pre-stress box beams, a type of construction that was becoming more and more common in the '60s and '70s; the shelf life of that type of structure is about 30 to 40 years." 

Pajk added that Franklin County's goal is to have a model chosen by February, and for construction to begin by March 2009. 

"We would hope the bridge could be built in one year," he said. "There could be some factors with that; as it stands now, the road (Main Street) would be closed." 

Pajk added that whether the closed bridge would be available for emergency and pedestrian traffic is still being discussed. 

Westerville city engineer Susan Banbury said closing Main Street won't be as significant a problem as it would have been in the past. 

"While Main Street is an arterial street, it's not the primary east-west corridor now that there's County Line West to the north and Schrock Road to the south," Banbury said. "The fact that (construction) will sever that connection for a period of time is less of an issue than prior to those roads' construction." 

Pajk said that in addition to the main traffic-supporting structure, the new bridge might include bike paths under its main surface, connecting the four parks surrounding that stretch of Alum Creek. 
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