
Everyone lives in a watershed, which is an area 

of land that drains to a particular body of water.

Alum Creek’s watershed covers a narrow slice of

eastern Morrow, Delaware, and Franklin Counties.

However, FACT focuses on the southern, lower 

half of the watershed shown on the cover map. It

stretches from southern Delaware County as the

creek exits the Alum Creek Lake Reservoir, to south-

eastern Columbus as Alum Creek joins Big Walnut

Creek. The lower watershed includes portions of

Orange and Genoa Townships in Delaware County,

Westerville, Columbus, Bexley, and Minerva Park.

The lower Alum Creek watershed contains over 100 square miles of land and many tributary 

streams. These streams act as Alum Creek’s “veins” by conveying precipitation from the outlying areas

of the watershed into Alum Creek. The watershed is home to over 200,000 people and many diverse

communities. In addition to providing drinking water to the City of Westerville, here’s some 

of what Alum Creek has to offer:

The Alum Creek Greenway – The City of Westerville, City of Columbus, and Metro 

Parks are working together to preserve a corridor of natural land, or a greenway, 

along the banks of Alum Creek. Greenways are beneficial to rivers and residents 

alike. Rivers have evolved to interact with the land around them; for instance, 

natural vegetation along river banks filters pollutants, provides tree roots to hold 

the banks in place, and shades the water to keep temperatures low and oxygen levels

high for fish. Greenways also protect residents from floods and prevents erosion of

private property.

Recreation – the Alum Creek Greenway will also be home to a multi-use trail that will run from Three

Creeks Park in southeast Columbus, north to Westerville and beyond. Portions of the trail are already

completed, and the entire trail is scheduled to be finished by 2008. Canoeing and fishing are among

other pastimes enjoyed along Alum Creek.

Wildlife – The Alum Creek and its greenway are home to an astounding assortment of wildlife.

The stream abounds with fish, freshwater mussels, and macroinvertebrates (bugs!). Deer and

birds use the greenway as a natural oasis and migration route – even Bald Eagles have been

sighted soaring over Alum Creek! 
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• Never put any substance, especially paint or

automobile oil, down storm drains, which flow

directly to waterways!  Report storm drain dumping

by calling the Nail-A-Dumper hotline at 871-5322.

• If you live next to a stream or river, leave a strip 

of natural vegetation on the banks to help prevent

bank erosion and provide habitat for aquatic life. Call

FACT to learn more about creek-side stewardship.

• When walking your pets, carry a bag to pick up

waste and prevent it from being washing into 

Alum Creek.

• Keep your car well maintained to prevent fluid

leakage.

• Minimize the use of lawn care products, and always

follow application instructions carefully.

Improperly applied chemicals can be

washed off your lawn when it rains and

into Alum Creek.

Get involved – it’s easy!  Help support FACT’s mission

of preserving and protecting Alum Creek by

volunteering your time or becoming a member.

Contact FACT at the number listed below.

Help prevent urban runoff pollution at home by following these guidelines:

A completed portion of the Alum Creek multi-use trail in Bexley.
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The Friends of Alum Creek & Tributaries (FACT) is a group of concerned citizens that formed as a nonprofit

organization in 1998 with a mission to preserve and protect Alum Creek.  FACT achieves this mission through

programs in education and outreach, stream stewardship, advocacy, and action planning.

The Lower Alum Creek Watershed Action Plan is a collection of steps designed to improve, protect, and restore Alum Creek, 

developed by FACT in collaboration with surrounding watershed communities. It includes a wealth of information about the Alum

Creek watershed, a collection of action plan projects, and a vehicle for implementation, evaluation and revision of these projects.

Canoeing on Alum Creek reveals hidden natural beauty
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For more information:

Please contact FACT at

2820 Watkins Road, Columbus, Ohio 43207

(614) 409-0511

doherty@friendsofalumcreek.org

www.friendsofalumcreek.org

Please visit FACT online to view the entire action plan at www.friendsofalumcreek.org


