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A FACT-filled Earth Day
Planned for 2003

By David Hohmann & Robby Florstedt
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FACT Secretary Joel Rosenfield and daughter Lisa on the
swinging bridge at last spring ’s Academy Park cleanup.

FACT’s plans for down-and-dirty Earth Day service
projects are springing anew, as winter begins to
loosen itsicy grip on the landscape. Two projects are
planned for Saturday, April 26™.

In the central watershed, we’ll revisit Academy Park
on Nelson Road from 9:30 AM to about 3:00 PM.
Last fall we hauled about 100 bags of trash from this
area, so we're hoping for a lighter load this time as
we reinforce our statement to “KEEP IT CLEAN.”

Capital University students will again participate, as
they did last October, and are favored contenders in
the “Contest of Odd Junk.” Last year’s entries
included an old office safe, a doll shoe, and a large
sign (on a post still attached to a concrete base!). As
usual, good food and fun fellowship are expected.
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In Westerville, FACT will again join the Sunrise
Rotary Club and the Westerville Parks & Recreation
Department to help ready the new portion of
Heritage Park a Cleveland Avenue and Main
Street. This park is on the banks of Alum Creek and
full of wetlands, as well as old dump sites.
Volunteers will meet at 8:30 AM in the pre-existing
portion of the park and walk a short distance to the
new site. Start off with a guided wetlands walk at
9:00 AM and wrap up with lunch and an Ohio
Wildlife Center display at noon (directions - page 5).

For more information, or to help advertise or participate,
contact Robby Florstedt at 236-6313.

March 15" M eeting Focuses
On Values of Residents

By Heather Doherty, Watershed Coordinator

“Part Two” of Alum Creek action planning will kick
off on March 15", as a broad spectrum of
community members gathers at the Franklin Park
Conservatory from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM to help
design an action plan to enhance the creek as a
natural and cultural resource. The component of the
plan that is generated at the meeting will target
creating more of what area residents value about
living near Alum Creek.

FACT members have conducted over one hundred
interviews with watershed residents and civic leaders
to gain a better idea of what these values are. Results
overwhelmingly support the preservation of green

space and recreational opportunities, and reflect the
(Continued on page 2)
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The Friends of Alum Creek & Tributaries are
committed to finding ways to preserve and protect
Alum Creek as a natural area while providing citizen
access for environmentally responsible recreation,
educational opportunities and citizen enjoyment at
many levels.
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March 15", Continued from page 1

solace that city dwellersfind in natural areas. These
and other themes will be the focus of the meeting, as
attendees use them to plan projects.

Community projects will be combined with actions
defined during a series of technical meetings into a
watershed plan for Alum Creek. The plan, which is
funded through a grant from the Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), will promote local policies
that are creek-friendly and cohesive across the many
municipalities that the creek crosses.

The Ohio EPA is offering support to groups such as
FACT because many of the remaining problems with
water quality in rivers across the state and the nation
come from sources that aren’t easily regulated. Local
participation and support on many levels, from
citizens to city council members, is essential for the
plan’s success.

The large turnout at the first technical action planning
meeting on January 15" was a good indicator of the
plan’s potential to improve water quality (photo
below). Participants at this and two subsequent
meetings have included residents, scientists,
municipal officias, and environmental groups. Four
working groups are now addressing different causes
of water quality degradation, such as habitat loss,
sewage, urban run-off pollution, and excessive
sediment from construction sites.

The plan will also seek to protect reaches of the creek
and tributaries that are currently healthy. The final
edition is due to be completed in October, 2003.
More details are avalable online at
www.friendsofalumcreek.org. All interested parties
are welcomed, so get involved! Call 236-6455.
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Frances Beasley of the Franklin County Greenways
Initiative welcomes participants during the first technical
action planning meeting on January 15"
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An Eye on Wetlands

By Heather Doherty

Wetlands have been making the news with much
greater frequency these days - wondering why? As
their numbers have taken a severe dive, advocates
have been praising their benefits. One is their ability
to act as mini filtration systems, cleansing water of
pollutants before it filters down to ground water (and
wells) or back to rivers. Wetlands are also hot spots
of biological diversity, and critical in the life-cycles
of animals such as woodland frogs.

. ! The many forms a wetland can take
. is astounding. Wetlands that are
' flooded with water year-round and
usually pictured with ducks and
cat-tails are known as marshes. On
the other end of the spectrum,
vernal pools are small, shallow, and
typicaly only wet in the spring.
Others varieties include, swamps,
fens, and peat bogs, each with their
own soil, plant, and moisture tendencies. Many types
of wetlands dry out during summer and fall months.

Floodplain wetlands and vernal pools are vital to
maintaining water quality in Alum Creek, although
they are disappearing as new developments spread.
To fill awetland, entities must file for an Ohio EPA
permit. FACT actively monitors permits, working
for the greatest amount of protection and mitigation
possible (see Watershed Watch, page 4). The law
currently allows the filling of wetlands if they can be
protected or created elsewhere, yielding “no net
loss” However, mitigation often occurs severa
counties away, and the ecological significance of
man-made wetlands is questionable.

Recent changes to the interpretation of the Clean
Water Act might limit protection of some small and
“isolated” wetlands, which are often the most
numerous! FACT isjoining many other central Ohio
groupsin opposition — call usto help do your part!

One way we can secure protection for our small
wetlands is to learn more about them and educate our
neighbors. The Ohio Environmental Council (OEC)
has recently established a wetland monitoring
program for citizens. Do you think you might have a
wetlands in your neighborhood? Call FACT at 236-
6455, or the OEC at 487-7506.

Check the calendar on page5 for aFACT
wetland outing on Thursday, May 8th!
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~ River Voices ~

It’s a please to introduce
our newest feature —
" River Voices — to give a
face to your fellow Alum
Creek enthusiasts and
. connect the group’s
work with the people.
Thisissue features Carol
Elder, FACT president
and long-time member.

| have lived about a half a mile from Alum Creek for
over 20 years, but have never walked to the part of
the creek closest to me. That part is lined with
businesses, right up to the water, with high chain link
fences around their properties. In the summer, at low
water time, | can get to the creek by wading through
a pretty shale lined tributary called Spring Run, but
the last time | tried that, | was told that | couldn’t
walk there because the local waste treatment plant
discharges their water there and it was “unsafe.”
Thisis my part of Alum Creek.

| have also seen how beautiful it can be, have walked
along wonderful wild stretches, and have seen reports
that parts of it are in excellent shape. With the
rampant development that is occurring in the northern
part of Franklin County and Southern Delaware
County, | worry about the future of the watershed.
This is why | was one of the founding members of
FACT and why | stay active.

The task is daunting sometimes, but there have been
successes which keep us working towards our goa of
preserving and even improving the watershed. One
of the most surprising to me was when we persuaded
the developers of Polaris Mall not to put al of the
tributaries it displaced into concrete culverts, but to
keep them “daylighted” in a more natural form,
which also helps sow down the parking lot runoff
before it goes into Alum Creek. It would be great to
see more developers aware of and using green ideas
in their projects. Also, we have been privileged to
work with Columbus Parks and Recreation in their
project to acquire land along the creek for a county-
long bike/hike path. (Continued on page 4)
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W ater shed

Watch dsb

By Margaret Ann Samuels, Watch Co-Chair

- What’s New -

OEPA |ssues New Permit for Stormwater

The Ohio EPA has been formulating a new rule that
became effective in March - to govern permits for
stormwater control on construction projects that
cover an area larger than one acre. The previous rule
applied only to construction and developments
greater than 5 acres. Under Phase 2 of stormwater
rules, the agency requires permits for smaller sites
beginning March 10, 2003.

FACT reviewed the draft permit regulation and
submitted brief comments Feb. 13, 2003. We pointed
out that a 2-year exemption from the permit
requirement for Ohio Department of Transportation
congtruction projects is not justified, especialy as
sediment from highway construction is a major factor
in stream pollution.

FACT aso expressed concern that waivers may be
easily obtained and that trash should be among the
pollutants to be kept out of streams. Under the
permits, developers will have to control runoff from
congtruction sites and prevent sediments and other
from being washed into storm sewers and into
streams. The new permit regulations are to be in
effect for 5 years.

- Updates -

Watkins Road / Alum Creek Development
leaves stream buffer!

The Columbus City Council approved a revised
zoning proposal for the housing development at
Watkins Road and Alum Creek Drive that will
reserve a 50-foot wide buffer strip from the top of the
bank of Alum Creek. Columbus Recreation and Parks
Department (CRPD) will be able to place a loop
segment of the multi-purpose trail on this buffer strip.

FACT sent aletter conveying our concerns to the city
development department and to City Council
regarding the original proposal, which would have
allowed individual parcels up to the creek’s banks.
We are delighted with the outcome.
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Most of the soilsin our watershed were deposited as
glaciers melted away from the last ice age about
10,000 years ago. These soilsarerichin clay, asloca
gardeners can attest. The average thickness of the
glacial till (an unsorted hodgepodge mix of sediment)
in the areais 50 feet, above the shale bedrock. Right
along the Alum Creek and its tributaries are special
soils that were formed from river sediment deposits
in the last 10,000 years.

CRPD's Smith Farms park is on the east side of Alum
Creek at this point on the creek. The park extends
south along Spangler Road until it meets The Creeks
Metropark. The trail now begins near the confluence
of Alum Creek with Big Walnut Creek in the
Metropark. Hikers and bikers now can travel nearly
to Route 104 on thistrail segment.

ODOT Highway Project Approved

The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency issued a
permit in January to alow the state Department of
Transportation to proceed with extending a culvert
that carries Spring Run under a section of 1-270 and
to fill small wetlands as part of reconstructing and
widening the interchange with Route 161.

FACT had asked for mitigation, to offset the impact
on the tributary and the wetlands, to take place in the
local watershed. The permit provided that ODOT will
contribute to a wetland bank in Marion County
instead.

Eliminating small wetlands and culverting small
streams are both harmful to water quality and to
aquatic species in our watershed. FACT hopes to
establish a dialogue with OEPA to direct mitigation
efforts to the local watershed (see article page 3).
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River Voices, Continued from page 3

Someday, | hope to be able to walk a wonderful,
natural corridor the entire length of the creek in
Franklin County and remember what it might have
looked like hundreds of years ago. | look forward to
having many of you join FACT and work with me
and my fellow members to improve the quality of
Alum Creek and the accessto it for use by usall.
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Calendar of Events

Details on events can be found at www.friendsofalumcreek.org, or call 236-6455.

March 13"

March 15"

April 10"

April 26"

May 7-8"

May 8"

May 14"

"Your Alum Creek" Education SeriesPart 111, Ohio Dominican University, 6:30-8:30 PM

At the last of this 3-part educational series on Alum Creek, Jim Morris of the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources will discuss small (or low-head) dams, their impacts on creek life, and ODNR’s
recent inquiry into considerations for dam removal. The Alum Creek is home to five such dams.

Alum Creek Community M eeting, Franklin Park Conservatory, 10:00 AM — 3:00 PM

A broad spectrum of community members will meet to discuss strategies to strengthen Alum
Creek as a natural and cultural resource. Your input is vital! Attendance is open to all interested
parties, and includes FREE entrance into the Conservatory! RSVP required, please call 236-6455.

FACT Monthly M eeting, Ohio Dominican University, 6:30 — 8:30 PM
Earth Day - One day of appreciating our Earth, two ways to get involved! (See article page 1)

Westerville - Heritage Park and Wetlands Cleanup, 8:30 AM- 12:00 PM

Join the Sunrise Rotary Club to remove garbage from small dump sites throughout the abundant
woods and wetlands in this new park. Meet at 8:30 AM at the Sertoma Shelter in the pre-existing
portion of Heritage Park, at the corner of Cleveland Avenue and Main Street.  Directions: Take
the Cleveland Avenue exit north from [-270. Turn right onto Main Street, and left into the park
entrance. Call FACT at 236-6455 or Westerville Parks & Recreation at 901-6505.

Columbus/Bexley - Academy Park Cleanup, 9:30 AM — 3:00 PM

Join Capital University students to help maintain the Alum Creek at its urban core! This section
of Alum Creek has been adopted by FACT through the Keep Columbus Beautiful program. Feel
free to come for a portion of the day, but wear old clothes and sturdy shoes. Directions. Academy
Park is located on the west bank of Alum Creek (across the creek from Wolfe Park) between Main
and Broad Streets on Nelson Road. Take I-70 east from downtown, exit at the Main Street/Bexley
exit. Follow the ramp north on Alum Creek Drive. Turn left onto Main Street, right onto Nelson
Road, and the park will be on your right.

Local Water, Global Water: A Conference on Resources, Conservation, and Advocacy,
Dennison University. Goals of this conference are to gain a better understanding of our local
water resources, how to carefully manage them for human and biological communities, and to
understand the complexities of the global water situation. Call (740) 587-5684 for more
information or email beazleys@denison.edu.

Westerville Wetlands Tour, 6:30 — 8:00PM

Wetlands scientists Julie Cronk and Mark Diley will lead us on a tour of two very different
wetlands to highlight their natural features and beauty, as well as their amazing utility in treating
stormwater in new developments. Meet at Mariner’s Cove wetland on Wake Drive. Directions:
Take the State Street (Route 3) exit north from [-270. Follow north through Westerville, turn right
onto Max Town Road. Cross Spring Street, and take a right onto Wake Drive.

Alum Creek Canoe Float! Stay tuned for details on atrip with Columbus Outdoor Pursuits.
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Get I nvolved with the Friends of Alum Creek & Tributaries!

FACT is an organization built on the dedicated work of volunteers. Realizing how valuable volunteers’ timeis, we
do our best to match projects with individual interests, time limitations, and skill development needs. There are
many more options than we can list here, but to give you some ideas we’ve listed some immediate needs. FACT
also needs new volunteers in the standing committees that drive many of our efforts - Watershed Watch, River
Corridor, and Education & Outreach. Call 236-6455 to find out more.

v Graphic Designer — Whether you know a lot or a little about graphic designing, FACT needs your
assistance in projects such as designing flyers and newsletters. If you are not a designer but have contacts
inalocal firm or college, please passit on! Formal training is not necessary.

v Membership Coordinator — With FACT’s recent growth comes new challenges — keeping track of
our supportersl  The needs to continue building our membership base are many, and include matching our
grant funds to keep our paid staff. Help us track and stay in touch with our members, and/or network to
build corporate, municipal, or individual memberships.

v Labd Sticker! — Looking for a way to help that doesn’t require thought at the end of the day? Help
with clerical work such as preparing periodic mailings.

= S

This publication was financed in part through a grant from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and the
United Sates Environmental Protection Agency, under the provisions of Section 319 (h) of the Clean Water Act.

FACT Membership

Y our contribution is tax deductible and enables FACT to pursue its mission of stewardship and citizen enjoyment of
Alum Creek. FACT isachapter of the Columbus Recreation Council with 501(c)(3) status under terms of the IRS.
M ake checks payableto FACT, and return to 787 M ontrose Ave, Columbus, Ohio 43209.

Choose aMembership Category:  Name(s)
() Student/Senior $5

() Individua $15 Organization/Business

( ) Family $25

() Organization $50 Address

( ) Business $100

( ) Riparian Manager $200+ Phone Email

NOTE: Pleasehelp FACT save resources by providing your email address, and preference for email or hard
copy correspondence (circle one).

787 Montrose Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43209
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